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REMARKS 

Applicants have now had an opportunity to carefully consider the 
Examiner's comments set forth in the Office Action of July 26, 2004. Claims 1 , 3, 
6-14 remain in this application and new claims 15-17 have been added. Claims 
2, 4 and 5 have been canceled. 

The Examiner rejected claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ashizawa (US 3,632,257). Claim 1 was amended to more 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the invention. Amended claim 1 recites 
a toroidal drying chamber 12 having a curved inner radius portion as is clearly 
shown in FIGURE 1 as filed. The curved inner radius portion has been labeled 
with reference numeral 15 in amended FIGURE 1. The specification has been 
amended in paragraph [24] to clearly and concisely reflect this as originally 
disclosed in FIGURE 1 . Further, the exit path 26 is shown communicating with 
the curved inner radius portion 15 of the toroidal drying chamber 14 in originally 
filed FIGURE 1. The specification has been amended in the second line of 
paragraph [28] to accurately reflect this original disclosure and therefore no new 
matter has been added. Claim 1 was amended to recite "an exit path 
communicating with the drying chamber curved inner radius portion...". 

Furthermore, claim 1 was amended to recite the exit path "directing 
an exiting stream of the drying gas out of the drying chamber for creating exiting 
forces (F E ) on the toner particles in the circulating flow. . ." Support for this 
amendment is found in paragraph [28] of the specification. Claim 1 was also 
amended to recite the exiting stream creating "exiting forces (F E ) on the toner 
particles in the circulating flow for moving dry toner particles from the drying 
chamber when F c < F E ." Support for this amendment can be found in FIGURE 3 
of the drawings, and in the specification in paragraphs [31] - [33]. No new 
matter has been added by any of the amendments to claim 1 . 

The "257 reference discloses an apparatus for making granules 
which is constructed very differently from the drying chamber claimed in claim 1 
and does not teach or suggest the patentable features of claim 1 described 
above. For example, the device disclosed in the '257 reference has an exhaust 
pipe 16 extending from a conical section 17 of a vessel 2. Fused particles drop 
downward through the center of the vessel 2 and are removed through the pipe 
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